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ance takes pluce through the mothers to the male children, and the 
latter maj’ beget healthy offspring. As regards the etiology and nature 
of the disease, in the absence of postmortem examinations, we are 
entirely in the dark. Among the hypotheses set up to account for the 
disease, the assumption of abnormal conditions of development affecting 
the bones bounding the canalis opticus, and that of a degeneration of 
the papillomacular bundle in consequence of excessive function in 
neuropathically disposed individuals, deserve consideration. Treatment 
promises little; inunctions, potassium iodide, injections of strychnine, 
and galvanization of the sympathetic have been tried. 


DISEASES OP THE LARYNX AND CONTIGUOUS 
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Hemorrhage following the Removal of the Pharyngeal Tonsil.— Dupuv 
(The Laryngoscope, January', 1900) collates eleven cases fatal of post¬ 
operative hemorrhage following the removal of the pharyngeal tonsil, 
only some of which were hemophilic. In hemophilic subjects Dupuy 
recommends the administration of calcium chloride for two or three 
days before the operation, and the topical use of sprays of hydrogen 
peroxide or adrenalin solution in full strength when the bleeding occurs. 


Sudden Death from Papilloma of the Larynx. — Fisher (Jour. 
Laryngol ., Rkinol. and Olol., April, 1906) reports the sudden death, 
without premonitory symptoms, of a boy ten years of age, who appeared 
to choke while eating nis dinner. He nad always enjoyed gooa health 
and had never required medical advice, his mother stating that she had 
occasionally noticed a slight hoarseness, but it was never sufficiently 
marked to call for special advice. He had never been troubled with 
shortness of breath or 'with any choking sensations, and he had been 
able to run about and play with other boys. 

On postmortem examination tbe upper aperture of the larynx was 
found to be almost completely oeduaed by a papillomatous tumor 
attached to the left vocal Dand. 

The case is mentioned os one of great interest, not only clinically, 
but also from medico-legal aspect, it being difficult to realize how the 
child had remained free from any symptom calling for medical advice. 

Differential Diagnosis Between Excrescences in the Interarytenoid 
Space.— Horne (Jour. Laryngol., Rhino!. and Olol., January, 1906), 
after macroscopic and microscopic studies of tuberculous ami 
non-tuberculous excrescences, points out that in the simple variety 
(pachydermia verrucosa simplex) the excrescence is an exaggeration 
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of pre-existing parts, so that the natural central furrow in the inter- 
arytenoid region is maintained in the growth, which is a symmetrica! 
one occupying the centre of the interarytenoid space. In the tuber¬ 
culosis variety (pachydermia verrucosa tuberculosa) the growth does not 
occupy a central position; :t is usually developed more on one side of 
the space, and the central furrow is lost. 


Primitive Carcinoma of the Trachea.— Hoffmann {Archives Inter¬ 
nationales de Lar., d'Otol ., de Rhinologie, September-October, 1905) 
reports a case of circumscribed primitive carcinoma of the trachea in a 
man forty-nine years of age. An attempt was made to perform inferior 
tracheotomy under general anesthesia, with the view of incising the 
trachea afterward and removing the growth by this external access. 
Upon making the cutaneous incision there was sudden cyanosis, and 
death ensued by suffocation despite artificial respiration, injections 
of camphor, applications of the induced current, and massage of the 
heart. A report of the case and record of the autopsy is followed by a 
summary of the few cases of cancer of the trachea. 


Removal of Thymus Gland for Compression of the Trachea.— Ehrhardt 
{Archives j. klin . Chirurgie; Jour. Amer. Med. Assoc., May 19, 1906) 
removed tne enlarged thymus from a girl two years of age, freeing the 
child at once from her suffocating condition. He left the incision open 
to note whether the flattened trnenea would resume its normal contour, 
which it did spontaneously. The child has not apparently suffered 
any inconvenience from the operation, and has been entirely well since. 

Secondary Sarcoma of the Tonsils.— Jules Brevkart and Leon 
Laroy {Anrtales des Maladies de VoritUe, du larynx, du nez, et du 
pharynx , Mars, 190G) report a case of lymphosarcoma of the tonsil, 
consecutive to a latent sarcoma of the stomach, which had progressed 
without symptoms. They assert that none of the great classic treatises 
on diseases of the pharynx makes mention of the existence of secondary 
sarcomas of the tonsil. The patient, a man, aged cighty-three years, 
without pathological antecedents, applied for treatment for some 
trouble in deglutition and respiration, due to a painless tumor of the 
left tonsil accompanied with extensive submaxillary, cervical, and supra¬ 
clavicular ganglionic engorgements. Death occurred from cachexia 
ut the end of a month. The autopsy revealed the primitive tumor of 
the stomach. 


Caseous Coryza.— Duverger {Revue held, de laryngologie, d’otologic, 
et dc rhinologie, June 2,1906) describes a variety of caseous rhinitis due 
to aspergillus and reports a case, with illustrations of the mycelium. 

The Use of Paraffin in Ozena.— Brindel {Revue held, de laryn¬ 
gologie, d'otnlogie et de rhinologie, June 9, 1906), relying upon the 
results of his four years* experience with more than one hundred and 
fifty subjects, expresses preference for the liquid (as compared with 
solid) paraffin in nasal prothesis, because it is better diffused under 
the submucous tissues, docs not produce too great pressure at any one 
point, and has not the inconvenience of spontaneous elimination in 
block, such as he has observed in n certain number of cases in which 
he had injected solid paraffin. 




